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Tertullian (AD 160-220), Against Marcion IV.19 }g

historical proof that at this very time a census had been taken in Judea by Sentius Saturninus,
which might have satisfied their inquiry respecting the family and descent of Christ. Such a method
of testing the point had therefore no consistency whatever in it and they “who were standing without™
were really “His mother and His brethren.” It remains for us to examine His meaning when He
resorts to non-literal words, saying “Who is my mother or my brethren?” It seems as if His language
amounted to a denial of His family and His birth; but it arose actually from the absolute nature of the

case, and the conditional sense in which His words were to be explained.
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Howard Marshall, The New Testament in its World (1987) LE!_]

A second type of solution depends on positing an earlier governorship by Quirinius, ...
Schiirer ... took this inscription to refer to Quirinius and held that he must have been
governor of Syria twice (‘iterum’); he postulated that he was an additional military
governor in 10-7 BC, alongside the civil governor Saturninus, in order to prosecute

the war against the Homonadensians in the Taurus Mountains.
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Commodus, a hundred and twenty-eight years, ten months, and three

days. From the birth of Christ, therefore, to the death of Commodus are, in %Z Pachon 25
all, a hundred and ninety-four years, one month, thirteen days. And there
are those who have determined not only the year of our Lord’s birth, but
also the day; and they say that it took place in the twenty-eighth year of
Augustus, and in the twenty-fifth day of Pachon. And the followers of
Basilides hold the day of his baptism as a festival, spending the night -
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Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem
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